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Don’t forget……. 1908 is online 
You can download 1908 from the HSC web site ( www.horningsc.co.uk ). It is in .pdf for-
mat so can be viewed on any machine equipped with a copy of Adobe acrobat, which 
can, itself, be downloaded free from www.adobe.com.  Ed. 

By the time you read this, we will have 
closed our Summer season.  I wonder if you 
all think that it has come around too soon.  
Having said this, it was late this year. What 
was late, I hear you say?  Have you noticed 
the Autumn change is late this year com-
pared to recent past. Am I alone in noticing 
that as soon as the calendar says Septem-
ber, the air temperature takes a distinct dip? 
This year it was about three weeks later to-
ward the end of September. Bear witness to 
those who sailed down river to Acle in what 
started to be a no wind day. By 11:00am we 
were running and reaching at a fair lick. If the 
wind direction were to hold then we were in 
for frantic beat before the wind to get home. 
The wind held but uncannily the cloud base 
came so low that we came home in a fog. 
Several other weekends have given us gusty 
and multi directional wind conditions to con-
tend with. Just to confound you further, I did 
read in a newspaper that some people had 
successfully gone blackberry picking in July! 
 
 So what of our Autumn sailing. We have all 
been a bit thin on the ground since Horning 
week. With a fair showing of so many of the 
fleet during that week, I guess we can say 
we were “all sailed out”.  Some chose to 
compete at the Barton Regatta, and by all 

accounts it was good sailing.  I was unable to 
go along this year, so I will leave it to others 
to say a few words. 
 
 I, like many, seem to have chosen to take 
my annual leave during September, which 
takes care of another couple of weekends.  I 
was also volunteered to help Marianne as a 
support team member for a team entered by 
her running club in the Round Norfolk Relay.  
This saw me driving all round Norfolk for a 
whole weekend and throughout Saturday 
night. Ask me some time for more of this, 
suffice to say we are not the only group of 
people who are mad enough to organise an 
event that continues right through the night. 
 
 What of events to keep us going over the 
next few months. If you are none to eager to 
lift your boat out, then Snowflake SC has 
three open events to start their season in-
cluding the Tri-icicle race. I am considering 
participating with Silver Cloud this year.  Per-
haps we will be lucky and have a Winter get 
together. Work loads permitting, perhaps Liz 
will have some more of those Winter walks to 
a pub lunch and roaring fires to keep us fit. 
The only other date to tentatively add to your 
diary is the Fleet AGM, which we normally 
hold early February each year. Pencil in Sat-
urday 4th & 11th February 2006. I shall firm up 
on this date in the coming weeks and find a 
suitable venue. 
 
 Have a good close season, and hope to see 
you all at various events both Fleet and HSC. 

 Kevin 

Captain’s 
Log 



For many of us, our first introduction to the 
Broads came through reading the Arthur 
Ransome books, Coot Club and The Big Six.  
Horning was used as the setting for both sto-
ries and White Boats featured, with Mr 
Farland and his two daughters Port and Star-
board racing down river with a White Boat 
called Flash, watched by Dick and Dorothea 
on board the sailing cruiser, Teasel.  Grizzled 
Skipper also gets a mention. 
 
The Arthur Ransome Society were visiting 
Norwich on the 10th September and we were 
approached by Roger Wardle, the author of 
numerous books about Arthur Ransome, to 
see if we could organize a sail in a White 
Boat for six of their members.  Roger knew 
George Southgate from previous visits and 
George twisted the arms of one or two of our 
owners, including mine, to get their White 
Boats out for a Saturday afternoon sail. Bill 
Greenhill and Peter Taylor duly brought their 
boats round to the club front to join Blue 
Wings to allow two visitors per boat. 
 
The weather was not too bad, with just 
enough wind to be able to sail down as far as 
Southgates Yard and back up the Horning 
reach to Dydlers Mill.   Our visitors were de-
lighted to be able to see Horning not only 
from the River but from a White Boat and Pe-
ter managed to spot a kingfisher for the 
benefit of his party. 
 
Over the years, Roger Wardle has built a 
model of Horning waterfront from the Swan 
down to Banham’s yard as it would have 
looked in the 1950’s and he has donated this 
to Horning Sailing Club. 
 
We rounded off a very pleasant afternoon 
with tea and biscuits on the Club front and 
good relations cemented between the Arthur 
Ransome Society and Horning Sailing Club.  
Many thanks to Bill and Peter for turning out 
and to George for organising the visit 
  

Robert Harris 
Blue Wings 

Arthur Ransome Society 
Visit 

Horning Sailing Club 
Foodie Corner 

This editions’ foodie corner focuses near 
home…in fact very near home, so no ex-
cuses about getting the car out. It’s ideal 
for a light lunch after a wander round 
Horning, checking on the boat, going to 
the deli or even just picking up your paper. 
Yes, it’s TAPS. 
 
We all walk past there but in the summer 
there doesn’t seem the ideal time to try 
their bargain lunch menu. And this is truly 
a bargain! Where else can you get a two 
course lunch for £5 and even add another 
course and still have change from a ten-
ner? Mind you they do have a second 
lunch menu at £8.75 which looks scrummy 
and is more substantial…decisions, deci-
sions. You have time to contemplate the 
menu in the comfort of the big squashy 
leather chairs in the front window and spot 
who is walking past. 
 
Back to the bargain lunch. Starters are 
light but tasty. Unusually spicy, crisp white-
bait or a thai chicken and cashew nut 
salad with soup as an alternative. We were 
offered home made granary rolls to ac-
company. The main courses are equally 
tempting with gravadlax fish cakes topped 
with a perfect poached egg or loin of pork 
on creamy tagliatelle with sage and apple. 
For veggies there is a medley of mush-
rooms (do they really sing?) in a cream 
sauce and a puff pastry case. Extra vege-
tables attract a surcharge of £1.50 but a 
portion is big enough for two. 
 
We have never managed to progress as 
far as the puds but they seemed to feature 
summer fruit in various guises the last time 
we were there. And no-one seemed to be 
complaining. 
 
In summary, a really delicious light lunch 
at an unrivalled price and no driving if you 
happen to be in Horning already. It might 
be worth booking though, as they do get 
busy. 



We decided last year at the end of Horn-
ing week that it would be a good idea to 
try and win glasses with both Blue Wings 
and  our river cruiser, Clipper.  Annual 
holidays were duly booked as all the fam-
ily would be needed as helms and crew.  
We were all given the ultimate Christmas 
Present by Susan and Adrian in the 
shape of T-shirts printed with a logo and 
job description. 
 
Horning week arrived and by now it was 
obvious that the highly pregnant Susan 
would not be sailing but her school friend 
Roz had been persuaded to come up to 
Norfolk and stand in for her.  Susan’s T-
shirt said that she was “tea girl” and she 
very capably looked after the lunch and 
rock buns for us. 
 
It was decided that the aged parents 
would do the cruiser race every day – we 
think that we were put out on the river to 
keep us out of the way.  It was an inter-
esting series of races.  Our first cruiser 
race lasted for around four hours and we 
observed the afternoon series of races 
come and go before we finally heard our 
finishing bell. Through out the week the 
weather was fairly nice with plenty of sun 
and a reasonable amount of wind but 
there was one afternoon when we were 
hit by a squall when the wind gusted 
somewhat and the rain poured down for 
about 10 minutes; we all got soaked but 
the sun came out and we were fairly dry 
by the time the race finished. We sit rela-
tively high up in the cruiser cockpit and 
we did notice a certain amount of swap-
ping of the crews for the afternoon series 
of races 
 
Adrian decided to do the early morning 
races in his Laser, so Mark and Roz were 
nominated to take Blue Wings out; we 
also provided a helm for Marmoress as 
Mike had to work on the Monday and 
Tuesday.  Robert was heard to say to 
Sally that he would just stay at the back of 
the fleet as he did not know the boat that 
well. However they duly took second 
place on the Monday morning beating 
Blue Wings!  Roz left on Wednesday eve-

ning so Adrian crewed for Mark for the rest 
of the week.  The aged parents were al-
lowed to take Blue Wings out on Friday 
morning.  We think that a poor weather 
forecast influenced that decision, as it was 
somewhat wet for most of the race There 
was no rest for us as Clipper complete with 
lunch rolls was brought round to the club 
front for us to do the cruiser race!  It was a 
short race that afternoon and we were 
back on the club front to cheer Mark and 
Adrian back as they won the last White 
Boat race of the week. We did achieve our  
main objective and collected enough points 
to be awarded a set of glasses for each 
boat.  These were duly collected by the 
helms of both boats wearing the correct T-
shirts.  
 
We also had a lot of fun during the week 
especially the building of the White Boat 
fleet raft at the bottom of the garden. After 
racing and before the evenings’ social 
event, the crews of Tortoiseshell, Mar-
moress and Blue Wings were to be found 
tying drums together and forming a plat-
form of wooden bits and pieces on top to 
make a raft like structure.  Launching was 
interesting as gingerly Mike tried it out and 
slowly other people were added one at a 
time to see whether it would float! We were 
very doubtful about the first effort but after 
several redoes we had a raft that looked 
the part and sort of floated.  Much fun was 
had in the race and all credit must be given 
to the crewmembers Mike, Mark, Dominic, 
and Paul who rescued the maiden and 
made it back to the clubhouse without sink-
ing. The raft race was a great end to Horn-
ing Week  (We still have the drums but 
really need some bigger ones for next 
year.  If anyone has some please let us 
know.) 
 
We had a great Horning week and are 
looking forward to next year.  We hope to 
get both boats out again and hopefully with 
an exclusive new design of T-shirt. 

Caroline Harris 
(This raft only had the combined expertise 
of three civil engineers, a builder….and 
several managers. Perhaps that’s where 
we went wrong!  Ed) 

Horning Week 



You should have used the White Boat, Paul 
Photo courtesy of Martin Dennis 

This year’s Tri-Icicle was preceded by a 
week of relatively foul weather and suc-
ceeded by another one. The day itself 
dawned misty and relatively still but there 
was a hint of a breeze around. At the club 
five White Boats (17, 21, 25, 114 and 
120) were ready to compete and there 
were a lot of other craft (Cruisers, Yeo-
mans, Reedlings, Rebel, Kestrel and 
Punt) ready to sail round the course and 
get in the way. 
The start at the Ferry was a run in light 
airs with the ebb tide under us. No-one 
wanted to be over at the start, so it was 
not the most competitive. With a following 
wind there was the usual sequence of 
someone pulling ahead followed by a 
(slight) gust bringing the following fleet up 
behind them to catch up. There was also 
a lot of being blanketed by larger sail 
plans. 
By Thurne Mouth, where we turned for 
Acle, Sally had established a lead in 17, 

21 was next and the others were close 
behind. Shortly before the Acle mark 25 
got past 21 who was now followed by 
120 and 114. These positions held all 
the way up to the Womack mark and on 
the beat back towards Horning. Luckily 
the tide was now flooding. Otherwise 
the beat back up river in light winds 
would have been very slow going. 
The finish was at the Waterworks. The 
wind was astern and 25 pulled into the 
middle of the river. Smuggler had been 
pinned on the bank, but, finding herself 
free, also headed for the left of the 
river. 21 stayed on the right and a 
zephyr wafted her past 25 to a quarter 
length lead at the finish. 120 finished 
two lengths behind 25. It’s amazing 
that, after more than four hours, three 
of us were within 3 lengths. 
It was nice to welcome 114 to the race 
and many thanks to an effective and 
unobtrusive race team led by Ian Bray. 

Phil Ollier 

Snowflake Tri-icicle 2005 



No Name Winner 

3 Bengston Trophy Tortoiseshell 

8 Bosun Trophy Brimstone 

11 Club Challenge Cup A Tortoiseshell 

16 Eastwood Tankards Tortoiseshell 

20A Ernest Woods Memorial Trophy Brimstone 

28 Hermes Trophy Atalanta 

36 Meadow Brown Trophy Brimstone 

43 Powles Masonic Cup Grizzled Skipper 

51 Shields Memorial Trophy A Nevada Blue 

53 Star Open trophy Tortoiseshell 

57T Tortoiseshell Tankards Silver Skipper 

61 Shields White Admiral Trophy Silver Skipper 

66 Second Horning Challenge Cup Atalanta 

70B Bath White Trophy Atalanta 

77D Howes Trophy Peacock 

81 Butterfly Challenge Trophy Marmoress 

105 Butterfly Salver Angel Wings 

108 Martin Dugdale Memorial Trophy Scarce Copper 

110 Susan Heywood Memorial Trophy 
for Crews 

Angel Wings 

This is the provisional list of White Boat Trophy Winners for 2005 
 

(Published before the Prizegiving, so we hope we have got it right—Ed.) 

David and Alix Means had a 
son on 10th September—
Joseph William—starting 
weight 8lb 10oz 
 
Susan and Adrian (daughter 
and son-in-law of Robert and 
Caroline Harris) had a daugh-
ter on 24th October. No fur-
ther details available as we 
go to press. 
 
Congratulations to all of you. 

Additions to the 
Fleet 



The View from the Rear 
"Oh, Richard and I will do that". Thus started Horning Week, with putting out the buoys and the  "Major Regatta 
Ahead" boards after covering the ears at 0800 for the gun which seems to be just as startling whether you're ex-
pecting it or not. We checked that everyone else's ensign was hoisted before checking, usually in embarrassment, 
that ours was up there too. After a brief break for option 2 breakfast, I reported to the upper deck to help by ap-
proving the course decisions for the first series already made by the Commodore. 
 
Dick was so kind this year to his two subordinate Flags in that he insisted that we each compete in at least one 
class race each day; while we had great difficulty in persuading him to do more than one race in the whole week. 
 
A wonderful White Boat fleet took to the water every race with honours being fairly well distributed; the main point 
being that you can have a good race with the boat behind and the one in front whether you are 1, 2 and 3 or 13, 
14 and 15. And, it being Horning, you can go from one position to the other at a stroke. 
 
I have been so impressed by the dedication and hard work put into the life of the Club by so many members of all 
classes and feel that we could improve our age spread by continuing to welcome the youngsters ( Bob Hancock is 
doing a great job here, while it's so easy to sit back and watch him ) by affording them all their rights on the water 
and inviting them to join us in our bigger boats. 
 
We White Boats are pretty well represented in the practical life of the Club; in committee work, working parties in 
the winter and carrying rubbish to the bins when going over the bridge. Keep up the good work, chaps…" chaps ", 
by the way, is non gender specific. 
 
Enough pontificating - back to the water.          Hugh 

Did you brave the storm at Horsey last year?  Or enjoy Sandy’s wonderful soups after the walk round Cringleford 
and Keswick? If so, then you will know that the Winter Walks are not to be missed. And the intrepid pathfinder 
team have been out again searching out yet more delights. 
 
The first walk will be earlier this year. The reason for this is that it follows a riverside path and later in the winter it 
will get very wet and slippery. However it is a walk not to miss with a good chance of seeing kingfishers. 
 
Sunday 6th November—Meet at 10.00 at the car park opposite Buxton church to walk from Brampton to Buxton 
along the upper Bure (we will ferry people between the start and the finish) and lunch at the Recruiting Sergeant. 
For those who want a little more exercise, we can do a shorter walk in the afternoon (if it’s possible after the pub 
lunch!) and go on down to the old mill and along the south bank of the river 
 
Sunday 11th December—Winterton walk. A circular walk including one section on the beach. Lunch at the Fish-
ermans Return (booking essential) Meet at the pub at 10.30 
 
Sunday 7th January 
The Holt and Hempstead Circuit—A lovely circular walk almost entirely off road but the final section through the 
woods can be muddy! Lunch probably at the Hunworth Bell. Meet at the Holt Country Park car park at 10.15 
 
Sunday 12th February - The furthest to go but well worth the drive! A circular walk from Wells next the Sea in-
corporating  the salt marsh path, lunch at the Three Horseshoes at Warham (wonderful nursery puds) and back 
on green lanes, Could be extended to walk to Holkham golden gates. Meet on the quay (by the whelk stand!) at 
10.30. 
 
PLEASE LET LIZ KNOW IF YOU ARE COMING 3 DAYS BEFORE—MINIMUM, SO THAT TABLES CAN BE 
BOOKED FOR LUNCH. 01362 688727 OR 101775.2023@compuserve.com 

Winter Walks 
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